
DISTRICT 12 REFLECTIONS TRAINING 2017 ð 

2018  

  

òWithin Reachó 

òThe cultural arts are happiness.  
Happiness is drawing, dancing, finger 
painting.  Happiness is modeling with 

clay, making music or a poem, performing 
a play.ó 

 
-Mary Lou Anderson , founder of National 

PTAõs Reflections Program 

hosted by:
  



Area 1 Reflections Chair 

Contact Information  

Ã Shantelle Grace 

Ä254-654-1029 

Ä reflections@area1gwinnettpta.org or 
reflectionsarea1@att.net   

ÄWebsite: http://area1gwinnettpta.org/  

 

mailto:reflections@area1gwinnettpta.org
mailto:reflectionsarea1@att.net
http://area1gwinnettpta.org/


Calendar of Events for Area 1  

Ã Oct 17 ð 18:  Email Winners Log to me:  
reflections@area1gwinnettpta.org 

Ã Oct 19 & 20:  Reflections Entries due to Area 1 Council  

Ã Oct  21:  Mail invitations for Area I PTA Reflections Exhibit 
and Reception to students whose entries are continuing to 
Council for judging  

Ã Nov 12 
Ä 11 am ð Set-up  
Ä 3 pm-5 pm ð Exhibition  
Ä 5 pm-6 pm ð Dismantle  
Ä All Reflections chairs or their representative picks up entries for 

their school after the reception.  Note:  Only entries not  
continuing to the State Reflections competition should be picked 
up. 



What is Reflections?  

 

Ã Reflections is a cultural arts program of the 
National PTA that encourages students in 
Georgia PTA Kindergarten -Grade 12 to 
express their thoughts, feelings, and creativity 
through the arts . 

Ã Since 1969, the Reflections program has 
allowed millions of students to explore their 
artistic talents in an educational way.  

 



Georgia Reflections Program  

6 Art Categories 

Ã Literature  

Ã Music Composition  

Ã Photography  

Ã Visual Arts  

Ã Dance Choreography 

Ã Film Production  

 

 



Submission Requirements  

Ã First and Second Place Winners for every grade level 
will continue to the Council Level of the competition.  
Parents and students at the local level should follow 
the National Rules as adopted by Georgia PTA and 
the submission requirements in this handbook.  

Ã We do ask that each school add the following four 
requirements for their entries:  (1) all visual arts and 
photography entries should be wrapped in non 
iridescent cellophane, PLEASE NO SARAN WRAP,  
(2) each entrant should submit 1 copy of their 
DVD/ usb drive for dance and film.  (3) each entrant 
should submit 1 copy of their CD/ usb drive for 
music. (4) all literature entries should have 3 copies 
plus 3 copies of the entry form, plus the original . 



General Rules  

Ã Entry Form : An òOfficial Entry Formó MUST be attached to each 
entry. The form MUST be signed by both parent and student (if the 
student is under 18 years of age) in order for the entry to be judged.  
PLEASE have them fill it out in pen .  If Council finds that an entry 
does NOT have the required signatures, we will not accept the 
entry.  It will be up to the local chair to obtain the signatures 
BEFORE the entry is submitted to Council.  We expect to start the 
judging process on October 21st.  STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED 
TO TITLE the ENTRY  and should include an Artist Statement as 
shown on the entry form .  As an entry is judged largely on its 
relation to the theme, the Artist Statement is necessary for judging. 

Ã Please Note: It is the Reflection Chairperson at each school who is 
responsible for making certain that entries to Council follow all 
rules and presentation requirements. Do not penalize your students 
by submitting entries which will not be judged.  

 



Student Entry Form  



Visual Arts Rules  

Ã Artwork must not exceed 24x30 inches, including 
matting . 

Ã 3/8ó thickness Max is NO longer required 

Ã Paper entries must be mounted on sturdy material 
such as cardboard. (framed artwork not accepted) 

Ã Label back of entry with student name, grade, and 
school. 

Ã Protect with cellophane 

Ã Copyright  

 



Copyright  



3D Art  

ÃWe will be accepting 3D forms (ex: 
pottery, fashion clothes and jewelry, fiber 
work, carpentry , mobiles, sculptures) 

Ã 2D art with 3D elements glued to artwork 
(ex. dried noodles, rhinestones, string, etc) 
is considered 3D.  Please ensure these 
items are shrink wrapped or cellophane 
wrapped.  

 



3D Art contõd  

Ã All 3D entries must be able to move for 
display purposes and include packaging 
materials.   

Ã Three photos (>300 dpi) of the entry (a 
combination of angles) for judging and ID 
purposes must accompany the entry as well.   

Ã PLEASE NOTE:  entries that require 
assembling/repairing from transporting will 
be disqualified.  

 



Photography Rules  

Ã Print must not exceed 11x14 inches, including matting. 

Ã Print must be mounted on sturdy material such as 
cardboard or poster board. 

Ã Framed photos are not accepted. 

Ã >300 dpi 

Ã NEW:  Print image dimensions must be no smaller than 
3x5 inches and no larger than 8x10 inches 

Ã Remember that no photograph may contain writing on the 
photo or mat.  

Ã Photo must be a single print/digital image  

Ã A consent form is required if recognizable image of a 
person is in the photograph (i.e. photo of family member 
or neighbor)  



Visual Arts Entry Examples  

 





 



 



Literature Rules  

Ã Entry must not exceed 2,000 words. 
Ã Hand written & typed entries are accepted on 

8.5x11 paper (one sided only). 
Ã Number each page please 
Ã Include student name, grade, school on back of 

entry . 
Ã Three copies of the literature should be placed 
inside a 9ó x 12ó clasp envelope. (the original, 
plus 3 photocopies, plus 3 photocopies of entry 
form cut in half) Label envelope with school, LI, 
and grade 
 
 
 
 



Literature Rules contõd 

Acceptable Use of Type, Dictation and Translation  

Ã Be typed by another person as long as the original work or a 
copy of the original work is attached.  

Ã Be dictated to another person and printed or typed in exact 
words as spoken by the student if the student is in pre-school, 
kindergarten or 1st grade. (Transcribers should make every 
attempt to retain the same level of language and accuracy 
that is reflected in the studentõs original work).  

Ã Students for whom English is not their first language may 
submit literature entries in their own language. An 
interpretive translation in English must accompany the entry. 
Translators should make every attempt to retain the same 
level of language and accuracy that is reflected in the 
studentõs original work. 



Dance Rules  

Ã Video must not exceed 5 minutes in length and 1GB (one 
gigabyte) in file size. 

Ã Accepted file formats include: AVI, MOV, MP4, WMV, 
FLV 

Ã Not accepted anymore:  MPG, MPEG, F4V 

Ã The choreographer is NOT required to be the (or one of 
the) performer(s).  Recital entries are not allowed.  

Ã The DVD and DVD case should be marked with the 
student name, school and grade and placed inside a 9ó x 
12ó clasp envelope. Jump drives are acceptable as well. 

Ã Place Official Entry Form inside the clasp envelope. Label 
with school, DC, and grade 



Film/Video Rules  

Ã Video must not exceed 5 minutes in length and 1GB (one 
gigabyte) in file size. 

Ã Accepted file formats include: AVI, MOV, MP4, WMV, FLV  

Ã Not accepted anymore:  MPG, MPEG, F4V 

Ã The DVD case should be marked with the student name, 
grade, and school.  Jump drives are acceptable as well. 

Ã Place the DVD in a DVD Case.  Then place in a 9ó x 12ó 
envelope.  Label Envelope with FV, school, and grade. 

Ã If the student appears in the Film, make sure that it states that 
a tripod was used.  Mom or Dad or another person cannot 
videotape the entrant 

Ã Place Official Entry Form inside the clasp envelope. Label 
with school, FV, and grade 



Music Rules  

Ã Audio recording must not exceed 5 minutes in length 
and 1GB (one gigabyte) in file size. 

Ã Accepted audio file formats include: MP3, WMA , 
WAV, ACC (M4A) and FLAC .   

Ã No longer acceptable format:  MP4  
Ã The CD and CD case should be marked with the 

student name, grade, and school. Jump drives are 
acceptable as well. 

Ã Place the CD in a CD Case.  Then place in a 9ó x 12ó 
envelope.   

Ã Place Official Entry Form inside the clasp envelope. 
Label envelope with school, MU, and grade 
 
 



Music Rules contõd 

Ã New this year:  For Middle School and High 
School, no longer accept written notations 
(music score) inside a 3-prong report.   

Ã A PDF file with the written notations must 
accompany the actual music file on the CD or 
jump drive.  

 

 



Special Artists  

Ã Students with disabilities can participate in the 
Reflections program in one of two ways  

ÄOption 1:  Special Artist Division -a division 
specifically for students whose physical, 
cognitive, or mental health challenges meet 
guidelines of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act 

ÄOption 2: Enter in traditional divisions -students 
can submit their entries in the grade division 
most closely aligned with  

 



Special Artists contõd 

Ã ELIGIBILITY. The National PTA Special Artist Division is an 
option for students with disabilities who receive services 
under IDEA or Section 504 to have the opportunity and 
accommodations they may need in order to participate fully 
in the program. The Special Artist Division offers modified 
rules and guidelines to ensure that every student has the 
chance to be part of the National PTA Reflections program. 

Ã Who qualifies as a disabled individual under the law? The 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) defines an individual 
with a disability as a person who: (1) Has a physical or 
mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of 
the major life activities of that person; (2) Has a record of such 
an impairment; or (3) Is regarded as having such impairment.  



Disqualified  

ÃMom or Dad canõt take the photograph or 
video 

Ã Pieces that are deemed Visual Arts by Council 
and judged Photography at Local Level  

Ã For FV, MU, DC, if the incorrect file is on the 
DVD/CD/Jump drive  

Ã Plagiarism  

Ã No parent signature  

Ã3D pieces that donõt meet criteria 

 



Only One Entry in Grade Level  

Ã If there is only one entry in a category for a 
certain grade level, this does NOT  mean this 
automatically goes on. 

Ã Please have your judges judge to see if it is a 
strong enough piece to move on. 

Ã Judgment call 



7 Steps to a Successful Program  

 

1. Planning & Recruiting  

2. Marketing  

3. Collecting & Logging  

4. Judging 

5. Preparing and Sending Works to the Next 
Level 

6. Recognizing 

7. Wrapping Up 

 



1. Planning & Recruiting  

Check Your PTA is in Good Standing  

Ã Pay State and National dues 
monthly  

Ã 990 submitted 

Ã Annual audit report last business 
day of September 

Form a Committee  

Ã To share the responsibilities 

Ã Donõt forget your principal and 
teachers! 

Ã Create a Plan of Work with a 
Timeline  

Ã Columns for Tasks, project lead, 
notes, start and completion dates 

 

Ã Establish a Timeline  

Ã Kick off date  

Ã Studentsõ submission deadline ðfor 
Reflections Entries and Theme 
Search 

Ã Judging locations & dates 

Ã Deadline for judging results  

Ã School exhibit date 

Ã Awards event  

Ã Date for press release 

Ã Deadline for next level of judging  

Ã Deadline for thank you notes  

 

 



2. Marketing  

ÃEncourage as many students as 
possible to participate 

ÃTake time to promote the program to 
school personnel and the community 
to increase participation, enhance 
family engagement at the school, and 
garner additional support  
 



2. Marketing, contõd 

ÃHost a school-wide assembly to introduce 
the program. Feature examples of artwork 
from last yearõs winners at the local, state 
and national levels. 

ÃPost announcements and updates on the 
school and/or PTA website and via social 
media. 

 



Mediums I Have Used  

Ã Bulletin Boards 
Ã Email blasts 
Ã Host an informal Q & A session at the school 
Ã Commercials 
Ã Slide for Closed Circuit T.V.  
Ã Marquee outside of school 
Ã Include messages in studentsõ morning 

announcements. 
Ã Hang posters and flyers and send copies of flyers 

home to parents. Sample flyers can be found on at 
http://area1gwinnettpta.org /  
 
 
 



This Yearõs Area 1 Poster 


